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 Your task for this assignment is to construct a persuasive essay to convince me that 
there is a liberal or conservative bias in the media.  It is your prerogative which argument or 
statement you choose.  This process will follow their process as outlined in your writer’s ink 
books pages 197-206.   

I have provided you with various web pages to begin your research but it is important 
you understand that much of the material could be by individuals writing essays or by bloggers 
and the factuality of it may be in doubt.  Be sure to check the validity and factuality of the 
information.  These are just suggestions to guide your research.  In addition to the websites as 
information sources you should also draw on your own experiences and knowledge from AP 
Government thus far.  Writing a persuasive essays requires you to cite examples of your 
opinion, just saying it does without backing it up is not persuasive, tell me why. 
 
Writing Process (as outlined on pages 198-203) 

Pre-writing: 

 1. Selecting a topic          

 2. Gathering Details 

• Present your details to Mr. Braden by     . 

 

 3. Forming an opinion statement 

• Opinion statement due to Mr. Braden by     . 

 

 4. Planning and organizing your thoughts 

• Paper outline due        . 

Writing: 

 5. 1st Draft - Connecting your ideas – setting up a persuasive essay 

• 1st draft due to Mr. Braden by      . 

Revising: 

 6. Improving your writing 

 

Editing & Proofreading: 

 7. Make corrections from 1st draft and own self analysis 

 

Publishing: 

 8. Preparing a Final Copy 

• Final draft due to Mr. Braden by      . 
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Website Address Description 

The Pew Research Center: the News 
Media 

http://pewresearch.org/topics/news
media/ 

Data and poll results from the 
nonpartisan organization about 

issues relating to the news media 

PressThink http://journalism.nyu.edu/pubzone/
weblogs/pressthink/ 

- blog by Jay Rosen, a professor of 
journalism at Columbia. Not really on 
press bias but lots of commentary on 

the press. He also provides many 
links to blogs and sites that write 
about the media from both a right 

and left perspective. - 

Gallup Poll http://www.gallup.com/home.aspx - Perceptions of the media, October 
2007 

Pew Poll http://pewresearch.org/pubs/854/ca
ndidate-character - Coverage of 2008 primary elections

There is a Liberal Bias 

The Media Research Council http://www.mediaresearch.org/ 

- Group that is devoted to chronicling 
liberal bias in the media every single 
day. Lots of information here. This is 

your one-stop shopping in liberal 
bias theory and information. 

Media Bias Basics - http://www.mediaresearch.org/biasb
asics/biasbasics1.asp A primer on bias from the MRC 

Rise and Shine on Democrats: How 
the ABC, CBS and NBC Morning 

Shows Are Promoting Democrats On 
the Road to the White House 

http://www.mrc.org/SpecialReports/
2007/Riseandshine/report0829_exec.

asp 
- From the MRC 

Newsbusters http://newsbusters.org/ 
- A blog from the MRC devoted to 
detailing and combating bias in the 

media 

The Real Media Matters 
http://article.nationalreview.com/?q=
MjhjNGU4MThjOWEwMDczMjVhZmU

4ZjRlMWY1ZTk0NTg= 

- An article from National Review 
looking at the links between Media 

Matters and Democrats 

Bum Rush 
http://www.nypost.com/seven/10072
007/postopinion/opedcolumnists/bu

m_rush.htm?page=0 

- another article criticizing Media 
Matters and looking at the link with 

Hillary Clinton 

Three Anchors Follow Obama Abroad  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2008/07/16/AR2

008071602562_pf.html 

- Washington Post article contrasting 
media coverage of Obama and 

McCain 

Times Watch http://www.timeswatch.org/ - A site devoted to talking about bias 
at the New York Times 

ChronWatch http://www.chronwatch-
america.com/ 

- A site devoted to talking about bias 
at the San Francisco Chronicle 

Ratherbiased.com http://ratherbiased.com/index2.htm  - Site devoted to exposing bias of 
Dan Rather 

Bias at Sixty Minutes http://www.mediaresearch.org/realit
ycheck/2004/pdf/fax0908.pdf - from the Media Research Council 

Honest Reporting.com http://www.honestreporting.com/ Site devoted to detecting media bias 
against Israel 

Biased BBC http://biased-bbc.blogspot.com/ - Blog devoted to talking about bias 
at the BBC 

Is Newspaper Reporting of Economic 
Events Politically Biased? 

http://www.aei.org/docLib/20040915
_LottHassett.pdf 

 by John Lott and Kevin Hasssett 
(pdf file) 
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There is No Liberal Bias; In Fact, There is a Conservative Bias 

Media Matters http://mediamatters.org/ 
- Site devoted to exposing 

conservative news bias - lots of links 
and stories 

Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting - http://www.fair.org/index.php 
Group that is devoted to chronicling 

bias (mostly conservative) in the 
media. Lots of information here. 

The Conservative Advantage in 
Syndicated Op-Ed Columns 

http://mediamatters.org/static/pdf/o
ped_report.pdf - Report from Media Matters 

Newshounds - http://www.newshounds.us/ 

"We watch Fox News so you won't 
have to" - blog run by researchers 

for the documentary Outfoxed about 
Fox News. 

On The Bias http://people.ischool.berkeley.edu/~
nunberg/bias.html 

- reports results that contradict the 
claim that conservatives are 

identified more frequently than 
liberals in news reports. 

What Liberal Bias http://www.whatliberalmedia.com/ 
- site for Eric Alterman's book of the 
same title. Check the appendices for 

charts of information 

TV News Lies http://tvnewslies.org/tvnl/ - Site devoted to bias protecting 
Republicans. Lots of links 

ConWebWatch http://conwebwatch.tripod.com/ 
- A site devoted to exposing 

inaccuracies in conservative web 
sites 

 


